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E.O. 11652: NA 

TAGS: CVIS, SA 

SUB J : VISA RECIPROCITY 

REF: JIDDA 5557, TEHRAN 5672 

EMBASSY TEHRAN'S EXPERIENCE WITH SAUDI VISAS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. A DIPLOMATIC NOTE FROM CONSULAR SECTION REQUIRED FOR EVERY VISA 
REQUESTED BY AMERICANS, INCLUDING DIPLOMATIC, OFFICIAL, AND REGULAR 
PASSPORT BEARERS. THIS NOTE MUST INCLUDE STATEMENT QUOTE THE ABOVE 
IS MEMBER OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH UNQUOTE. 

2. AVERAGE TIME BETWEEN SUBMISSION OF PASSPORT AND ISSUANCE OF VISA 
ONE TO TWO DAYS. 

3. TRANSIT VISA FOR 72 HOURS GRATIS, BUT VISA FOR REGULAR PASSPORT 
HOLDERS WITH BUSINESS IN SA COSTS 385 RIALS (APPROXIMATELY $6) AND 
NEEDS ONE PICTURE. NO VISAS ISSUED TO PEOPLE WITH NO BUSINESS IN SA, 
EXCEPT TO PILGRIMS, FOR WHOM VISAS ARE GRATIS. 

4. EMBASSY HAS BEEN INFORMED BY SAUDI ARABIAN CONSUL THAT VISAS 
ARE NOT, REPEAT NOT, GIVEN TO SINGLE AMERICAN WOMEN, EXCEPT 
TEACHERS FOR ARAMCO. IN ONE INSTANCE, AN AMERICAN WOMAN WANTED 
TO VISIT SA WITH HUSBAND WHO WAS GOING ON BUSINESS AND TO 

VISIT HUSBAND'S BROTHER RESIDING IN JIDDA. HUSBAND GIVEN VISA 
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INDEED MARRIED AND TRAVELING WITH HUSBAND, AND CONSULAR SECTION 
ALSO HAD TO CERTIFY SAME BY NOTE. EVENTUALLY WAS GIVEN VISA, 

AFTER REPORTED PREVIOUS REFUSALS IN PARIS AND ROME. 

5. OTHER THAN ABOVE CASE, NO UNDUE HARRASSMENT HAS BEEN EXPERIENCED 
IN RECENT TIMES BY TEHRAN EMBASSY. 
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